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Mine to Finger 



Our industry depends on …

Catherine Wilson



The Challenge of Reputation 

 Ethical considerations do not 

motivate a consumer to purchase a 

diamond… 

BUT…

 They can put them off…

AND…

 We want to thrive for the next 100 

years and beyond.



Challenges Faced



The Challenge Ahead



The Challenge for the WDC

 To succeed the WDC “partnership” must 

have a common vision of the future  

 The WDC “partnership” cannot be a 

patchwork quilt of well-meaning intentions 

and ideas. 

 The time for consideration, realignment and 

action is now.



Challenges Ahead

 Governance
 Lacking transparency

 Ethics
 Money laundering

 Child Labour

 Communities
 Poverty

 Artisanal / alluvial mining

 Conflict

 Environment
 Ecosystem destruction

 Pollution

Potential Industry issues…
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“For me, diamonds are 

mystical and magical…

… they make me feel 

beautiful, special, unique 

and truly loved”

What we want the future to be…

Catherine Wilson



“Thanks to the WDC we are 

able to talk confidently to 

our customers about any 

concerns they have”.

A Large Retailer

What we want the future to be…



“As a small guy in this large 

and dynamic business, I rely 

on the WDC to help guide 

and educate me on important 

issues so I can concentrate 

on what I do best …….making 

sales”.

A Small Retailer

What we want the future to be…



“The Diamond Industry has set the standard 

by which all other industries will be 

judged’”

What we want the future to be…

Our NGO Partners
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“Diamonds continue to 

make women and men like 

me speechless…….

they are a product that 

consumers can be proud of 

buying and us proud of 

selling.  

…… the WDC has been one 

of the major reasons behind 

that”.

An industry transformed

What we want the future to be…

Trade Press



How do we continue winning?

 Build on the momentum and 

communicate it

 Ensure the WDC is truly reflective of the 

whole pipeline. 

 Incorporate trained professionals

 Expand the mandate beyond conflict

 Achieve broad-based funding

 Include civil society representation



A Significant Challenge



Because Catherine demands it!

Catherine Wilson



Our livelihood depends on it!




