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Joint Press Release by World Diamond Council and Responsible Jewellery Council 
 

WDC and RJC enter cross-membership partnership to increase knowledge-sharing 
and impact on lives and livelihoods throughout the jewellery supply chain 

 
LONDON, NEW YORK: MARCH 16, 2021 – The World Diamond Council (WDC) and Responsible Jewellery 
Council (RJC) have entered into a cross-membership partnership and signed mutual codes of conduct. The 
two leading diamond and jewellery industry organisations are dedicated to the adoption of responsible 
business practices across the supply chain, and this partnership will help increase knowledge-sharing, pilot 
new initiatives, and increase the positive impact they both make on the lives and livelihoods of individuals 
and communities associated with jewellery, watches and the precious materials from which they are 
made.  
 
The increased cooperation between the organisations will see an RJC official joining the WDC Kimberley 
Process Task Force to take part in critical discussions about the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme 
(KPCS). This includes the expansion of the definition of conflict diamonds and principles for responsible 
diamond sourcing, and also the worldwide adoption of WDC’s revised System of Warranties (SoW). For its 
part, a WDC official will join the RJC SDG Task Force, which is an action platform for the jewellery and watch 
industry committed to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Both appointments 
will take place with immediate effect.  
 
Over the course of the partnership, both WDC and RJC will report to their members on progress with the 
SoW and SDGs, and support members of the industry in applying the relevant programmes and principles 
into their own business systems with the help of case studies, hands-on workshops and a continued dialogue 
with policy makers and investors. 
 
“Cooperation at this level is critical to raising the level of knowledge about responsible sourcing, driving 
action and having a positive impact on all businesses, small and large, at every level of the diamond supply 
chain,” said Elodie Daguzan, WDC’s Executive Director. “Through this partnership we can do more to 
increase understanding of the KPCS and present a united industry front dedicated to broadening its scope 
through the expansion of the definition of conflict diamonds. Cooperation will also fast-track the adoption of 
WDC’s revised System of Warranties, creating a standard industry baseline for KPCS-compliance and 
commitment to fundamental human and labour rights, and anti-money laundering and anti-corruption 
principles. I am excited to be working closer with the team at RJC to unite the power of all our members and 
accelerate positive change in our industry.”  
 
“Uniting the positive forces of RJC and WDC is a major milestone in our industry, and I am inspired by what 
we can achieve together, partnering to promote the fulfilment of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals in 
the industry,” said Iris Van der Veken, RJC Executive Director. “Being actively involved in the WDC Kimberley 
Process Task Force is an excellent opportunity to bring about more rapid change in our industry, globally. We 
need to stay focused and increase our efforts during the Decade of Action to achieve a jewellery supply 

https://www.worlddiamondcouncil.org/
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chain that is responsible and conscious of its impact on people and the planet. We have a great opportunity 
to build back better.”  
 
Commenting on the agreement, Edward Asscher, WDC President, said: “Partnering with RJC creates exciting 
opportunities for our industry. Since 2000, WDC’s entire purpose has been to preserve the integrity of the 
natural diamond, and that of the industry that mines, manufactures and sells it. This agreement not only 
means increased understanding of the role played by the Kimberley Process and the critical governance that 
it provides, but it also strengthens our industry’s reputation, as a business sector dedicated to improving the 
lives of all our members, stakeholders, communities and countries.”  
 
Commenting David Bouffard, RJC Chair, said: “We welcome this partnership with WDC. For over 15 years, 
RJC has taken a leading role on sustainable development and helping increase the integrity of the global 
jewellery supply chain. We believe in shared values and we are encouraged by the opportunity to share our 
knowledge and expertise in standard-setting with WDC members.” 
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Notes to editors: 
The Kimberley Process (KP) is a tripartite collaboration between the international diamond industry and governments 
and civil society. The KP secures and manages monitoring processes that have virtually eliminated the trade in conflict 
diamonds to ensure that the world’s supply of diamonds is from sources free of conflict. The System of Warranties 
requires all diamond suppliers and diamond jewellery manufacturers to pass on a warranty statement each time 
diamond goods change hands, assuring the next buyer the diamonds originated within the Kimberley Process system.  
 
About World Diamond Council 
The World Diamond Council (WDC) is an industry organization focused on preventing conflict diamonds from entering 
the global supply chain and on preserving the value attached to natural diamonds. Formed in 2000, it is the only 
organization where the diamond trade is represented in full, from producer to retailer, and includes the most 
influential commercial businesses, not-for-profit organizations, and individual companies in the industry today. The 
WDC is the voice of the international diamond industry in a tripartite collaboration with governments and civil society 
known as the Kimberley Process (KP). The KP secures and manages monitoring processes that have virtually eliminated 
the trade in conflict diamonds to ensure that the world’s supply of diamonds is from sources free of conflict. Visit 
www.worlddiamondcouncil.org to learn more. 
 
About Responsible Jewellery Council 
Responsible Jewellery Council (RJC) is the leading standards organisation of the global jewellery and watch industry. It 
has more than 1,300 member companies that span the jewellery supply chain from mine to retail. RJC Members 
commit to and are independently audited against the RJC Code of Practices – an international standard on responsible 
business practices for diamonds, coloured gemstones, silver, gold and platinum group metals. The Code of Practices 
(COP) addresses human rights, labour rights, environmental impact, mining practices, product disclosure and many 
more important topics in the jewellery supply chain. RJC also works with multi-stakeholder initiatives on responsible 
sourcing and supply chain due diligence. The RJC’s Chain-of-Custody Certification (CoC) for precious metals supports 
these initiatives and can be used as a tool to deliver broader Member and stakeholder benefit. Through the 
implementation of the COP and CoC members contribute towards the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United 
Nations 2030 agenda. 
RJC is a Full Member of the ISEAL Alliance – the global association for sustainability standards and RJC is a member of 
the United Nations Global Compact since 2009. For more information on RJC Members, Certification, and Standards 
please visit www.responsiblejewellery.com and connect with us on LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook 
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