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The WDC Õs push for digitization in the Kimberley Process 
achieves significant progress, with the successful delivery 

of UAEÕs secured digital certificates  
 
 
NEW YORK : NOVE MBER 15, 202 4  Ð 
Speaking at the conclusion of the 2024 
Kimberley Process (KP) Plenary, World 
Diamond Council (WDC) President 
Feriel Zerouki commended significant 
advancements in the KPÕs 
modernization efforts.  

Driven by the WDCÕs commitment to 
improving transparency and 
traceability in the diamond trade, at this 
yearÕs Plenary session the UAE 
showcased its pilot for QR -coded secure 
digital certificates. This new digital 
platform, developed by the UAE and 
offered  free of charge, can be adapted 
to the needs of all KP Participants, and 
supports listing multiple countries of 
mining origin on KP certificates.  

Prioritizing inclusivity and equitable 
access for all, this ensures that the KP 
remains the strongest independent 
rough diamond certification scheme 
underpinned by over 20 years of 
international expertise and partnership. 
ÒEmbracing digital KP certificates  is a 
transformative step forward, 
demonstrating how innovation can 
enhance the Kimberley Process,Ó Ms. 
Zerouki said to the PlenaryÕs Closing 
Session.  

The WDC President further reiterated 
that expanding the definition of conflict diamonds is not merely a procedural matter Ñ it 
symbolizes the KPÕs ability to evolve and meet the expectations of an increasingly conscious 
global market. Welcoming the renewed commitment of the KP Plenary to delive ring on the 
mandate given by the United Nations General Assembly to expand the definition of conflict 
diamonds, Ms. Zerouki encouraged unity and compromise to support success. ÒConsumer 
demand in natural diamonds sustai ns livelihoods throughout the diamond supply chain,Ó she 
said.  

Notably, and aligned with objectives to ensure that diamonds are an important catalyst for 
sustainable development, the 2024 Plenary approved the readmission of the Central African 
Republic (CAR) as a full Participant, recognizing its compliance with the K PÕs minimum 

WDC President Feriel Zerouki addressing the 
Closing Session of the 2024 Kimberley Process 
Plenary meeting in Dubai, UAE, on November 15, 
2024.  
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requirements after an 11 -year embargo. As CAR moves from conflict to growth, the WDC 
President looked forward to the next steps in strengthening the framework to support 
thriving communities.  

In closing, Ms. Zerouki reaffirmed the WDCÕs commitment to fostering a responsible, 
sustainable and equitable diamond industry. ÒThe Kimberley Process thrives on unity, 
transparency, and shared responsibility,Ó she concluded. ÒTogether, we can inspire trus t and 
drive meaningful change.Ó  
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About the World Diamond Council  
The World Diamond Council (WDC) is an industry organization focused on preventing conflict diamonds from 
entering the global supply chain and on preserving the value attached to natural diamonds. Formed in 2000, it is 
the only organization where the diamon d trade is represented in full, from producer to retailer, and includes the 
most influential commercial businesses, not -for -profit organizations, and individual companies in the industry today. 
The WDC is the voice of the international diamond industry in a tripartite collaboration with governments and civil 
society known as the Kimberley Process (KP). The KP secures and manages monitoring processes that have virtually 
eliminated the trade in conflict diamonds to ensure that the worldÕs supply of diamonds i s from sources free of 
conflict. Visit www.worlddiamondcouncil.org  to learn more.  
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