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World Diamond Council President urges KP
to ‘cross the line’ on historic reform

‘We are at the line. Let us have the
courage and unity to cross it.’

DUBAI: NOVEMBER 17, 2025 - Feriel Zerouki,
President of the World Diamond Council
(WDC), opened the 2025 Kimberley Process
(KP) Plenary with a decisive call for participants
to support a modernized definition of “conflict
diamonds,” marking a pivotal moment for the
international certification scheme.

Ms. Zerouki highlighted three years of hard
work, drafting and negotiation led by the WDC
and honored the Ileadership of African
Diamond Producers Association (ADPA) and
Civil Society Coalition. “It is clear that Africa
wants progress,” she said.

The 2025 Kimberley Process Plenary is being
held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from
November 17 to 22, hosted under the
chairmanship of the United Arab Emirates,
which holds the KP Chair for the 2025 cycle.

The Plenary brings together representatives
froon 86 participating governments, the
World Diamond Council, the Civil Society
Coalition, the African Diamond Producers
Association, and a wide range of observer
organizations and technical experts.

Over the course of the week, delegates Will \y/pc president Feriel Zerouki

- - addressing the
review the work of KP working groups, opening Ceremony of the 2025 Kimberley Process
negotiate the proposed expansion of the Plenary in Dubai, UAE, on November 17, 2025.
conflict-diamond definition, and address

governance, monitoring and compliance issues that shape the integrity of the global rough-
diamond trade.

“Today, we stand together at a crossroads,” Ms. Zerouki said. “Will participants choose to
move the Kimberley Process forward, or will some choose to hold it back?”
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The WDC President, whose term will end in May 2026, stressed that the expanded definition
would extend protection to 1.5 million artisanal diamond miners and allow KP intervention
where communities are vulnerable.

“We are at the ling,” Ms. Zerouki said. “Let us have the courage and unity to cross it.”

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD FULL TRANSCRIPT OF SPEECH
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+1929461 2131

About the World Diamond Council

The World Diamond Council (WDC) is an industry organization focused on preventing conflict diamonds from
entering the global supply chain and on preserving the value attached to natural diamonds. Formed in 2000, it is
the only organization where the diamond trade is represented in full, from producer to retailer, and includes the
most influential commercial businesses, not-for-profit organizations, and individual companies in the industry today.
The WDC is the voice of the international diamond industry in a tripartite collaboration with governments and civil
society known as the Kimberley Process (KP). The KP secures and manages monitoring processes that have virtually
eliminated the trade in conflict diamonds to ensure that the world’'s supply of diamonds is from sources free of
conflict. Visit www.worlddiamondcouncil.org to learn more.
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