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Kimberley Process Chair, and our gracious host, Mr. Sunshindra Misra
Mr. Baasit Abdul Aziz Bamba, KP Vice Chair from Ghana

Mr. Saket Kumar, Joint Secretary to Govt of India and Senior Advisor
to the KP Chair 2026

Vice Coordinator of the Civil Society Coalition, Mr. Farai Maguwu
Mr. Kirit Bhansali, chairman, GJEPC.
Honorable Umaru Napoleone Koroma, Deputy Minister,

Ministry of Mines and Mineral Resources, Republic of Sierra Leone &
Chair, ADPA

Mr. Alidor Mwamba, from Resolve and DDI

Bojun Tang, KP Secretariat

Ministers and Excellencies here present

Participants and Observers of the Kimberley Process
Distinguished colleagues, dear friends

All protocols observed.

Good afternoon.

Before | begin, | would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all our
working groups and their chairs. They work around the clock to
make sure the vital work we are here to do is done.

First up, the WDC's own Mr. James Evans Lombe, Chair of the
Working Group of Diamond Experts

And from South Africa, Mr. Levy Rapoo, Chair of the Working Group
on Monitoring.

Mr. Maurice Miema from the DRC, who chairs the Working Group on
Artisanal and Alluvial Production.

Our CPC chair from the UAE, Ms. Maryam Al Hashesmi.

From the Committee on Rules and Procedures, Russia's Mr.
Alexander Novikov.

And finally, in what may be his last appearance with the KP family,
rom the Working Group on Statistics and the USA, Mr. Don Brown.

Beyond all of these hardworking folks and their teams on the
working groups, | want to show sincere appreciation to our
colleagues who showed the true spirit of the KP last night.

They went back to their capitals, in double quick time, to make sure
all of the important work we did here this week received the
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necessary attention to ensure we will one day soon make it over the
finish line.

Also | want to thank again the KP Chair, Mr. Sunshindra Misra, for the
recognition bestowed on me, on the WDC's Honorary President, the
wonderful Ms. Feriel Zerouki, and others last night at the fabulous
Gala dinner.

| am humbled and honored.

Thank you one and all.

What a week we have had!

When | stood here at the beginning of this meeting, | said we were
here to be champions for the natural diamond trade - to build
confidence in that trade with one voice.

We did that.

Now | want to share a story from this week to show exactly what that
looks like.

The WDC, led by our Honorary President, Feriel Zerouki, was called
upon by the KP Chair to address a serious funding crisis at the KP
Secretariat.

The stakes could not have been higher. Without a solution, the
Secretariat would have been forced to wind up operations by
December 31, 2026.

And in the space of just 48 hours, Feriel marshalled a new plan,
developed it with the team into the wee hours of the morning, and
presented it before the KPS Sub Team.

She led them through the night, and secured a path forward,
in time for today's Plenary.

Feriel and the team made sure you were all able to go back to your
capitals to give a full account of what we need to do to make
progress.

This is the essence of what we do. This is the Kimberley Process in
action — industry, governments, and civil society working together to
beat back challenges, write new policy, and make us stronger
together.

It is amazing what we can achieve when we work as one, seeing past
our differences to protect the integrity of our trade.

But now, we must take that same dedication, that same unity, that
same spirit of urgency, and apply it to our greatest challenges.
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Most importantly, we must apply it to reforming the definition of
conflict diamonds.

We have proven this week that we can move at the speed of
necessity, to clear the administrative hurdles of this organization.

Now, let us find the same courage and the same energy to update
the very purpose of this body, to make sure the definition of conflict
reflects the reality of our times.

India has led this meeting with a clear vision.

The 3 Cs of Confidence, Credibility, and Compliance have led the way.
And we have followed by making such progress this week.

We have shown Credibility by standing here together.
We show Compliance.

Now, by moving forward on the definition, we must earn the
Confidence of the global consumer.

The future of natural diamonds depends not only on what we
produce, or what we trade, but on whether the world continues to
believe in what natural diamonds represent.

Let us leave Mumbai and continue our work together with One
Voice For Natural Diamonds.

Thank you all.



