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Kimberley Process Chair, and our gracious host Mr. Sunshindra Misra  

Mr. Baasit Abdul Aziz Bamba, KP Vice Chair from Ghana 

Mr. Saket Kumar, Joint Secretary to Govt of India and Senior Advisor 
to the KP Chair 2026 

Vice Coordinator of the Civil Society Coalition, Mr. Farai Maguwu 

Mr. Kirit Bhansali, chairman GJEPC 

Honorable Umaru Napoleone Koroma - Deputy Minister- Ministry of 
Mines and Mineral Resources, Republic of Sierra Leone & Chair, ADPA 

Mr. Alidor Mwamba, from Resolve and DDI 

Bojun Tang, KP Secretariat 

Mnisters and Excellencies here present 

Participants and Observers of the Kimberley Process 

Distinguished colleagues, dear friends 

All protocols observed 

 

Good morning,  

We are here for one reason. To be the champion for the natural 
diamond trade. To build confidence in that trade with one voice.  

And to help sell natural diamonds to people who love them – who are 
proud of where the natural diamonds they buy come from.  

And who understand their value. 

If we lose that, nothing else we do here matters. That is why the 
Kimberley Process exists. That is why the World Diamond Council 
exists.  

 

I would like to take a moment to recognize the passing of Mr. Dezzou 
Temba Venceslas Michel Etienne, known to many of us as Mike. 

He was a committed member of the Kimberley Process community 
and a strong advocate for the diamond sector in the Central African 
Republic. 

His contribution to this work was valued by all who knew him. 

On behalf of the World Diamond Council, I would like to extend our 
condolences to his family, to his loved ones, his colleagues, and to the 
Government of the Central African Republic. 

To remember Mike, may we all observe a moment of silence.  

 



 

 

I would also like to welcome Anoop Mehta as my Vice President and 
to continue the very strong relationship we have built together at the 
World Diamond Council over many years. 

As everyone in this room knows, Anoop is a pillar of both the Indian 
and the global natural diamond trade. 

I could not ask for a better second in command, especially with 
someone so deeply connected to this remarkable country. 

 

Now, we all know the environment we are operating in. 

Demand for natural diamonds is under pressure. People are hearing 
too many different messages. And lab-grown, synthetic diamonds 
have changed the conversation. 

We can talk about governance. We can talk about process. But if we 
are not supporting the trade and helping to sell natural diamonds, 
we are missing the point. 

We must be honest about that. 

Because we are all in this together. And if we are not aligned, we all 
lose. 

 

So let me be clear about what unity means. 

Unity is not a slogan. It means we support natural diamonds with one 
voice. It means we get behind the people who are doing the work to 
sell natural diamonds. 

We have experts in this industry who understand how to reach the 
market. Our job is to support them. And to act as one industry with 
one voice. 

At the same time, we have to understand what people expect from 
us today. It is no longer enough to say natural diamonds have value. 

We have to show it. 

We have to show where they come from. 

We have to show how they move through the pipeline. 

And we have to show what they do. The jobs they create. The 
communities they support. The countries they help build. 

 

That is how we promote natural diamonds. Because when people 
see the full picture, they understand what they are buying. 

 

And that brings me back to the Kimberley Process. 



 

 

We need to remind ourselves what this body is for. We are not here 
to solve global conflict. We are here to support confidence in natural 
diamonds. 

That includes continuing our work on changing the definition of 
conflict diamonds to reflect the reality of today. Agreeing on that 
new definition.  And enshrining it in our core document. 

The WDC worked tirelessly for the entire three-year review and 
reform window to change the definition of a conflict diamond. 

I want to give special recognition to two remarkable women. 

To my predecessor, WDC Honorary President Feriel Zerouki, for 
leading that effort. And to Kele Mafaole, whose hard work led to 
significant progress. 

Even though this body stopped short of actually changing the 
definition. We must not let their effort and energy go to waste. We 
must not wait for the next review and reform window. 

We must pick up where we left off in November and get back to 
work on changing the definition of a conflict diamond now. 

The world has changed. The industry has changed. Our definition 
needs to reflect that. We all know it. 

We came so close. Now we need to finish the job. 

But we need to do it in a way that supports the trade. 

Not a way that distracts from it. Because again, if we are not helping 
sell natural diamonds, we are not doing our job. 

 

So what is my job as President? 

It is very simple. Our members must tell us about the hurdles they 
face. And the WDC’s job, MY JOB, is to clear a path through them. 

We also need to be honest about what it takes to do this. 

The Kimberley Process needs a Secretariat that is supported. That 
means a clear and robust funding model. One that allows all of us to 
do the work that is expected of us. And to do it well. To cut through 
the noise. To keep this industry focused. And to make sure that what 
we do here, matters in the market. 

Because that is where this is won or lost. In the market for natural 
diamonds.  

 

So, I will finish with this. 

The Kimberley Process is government, Industry and civil Society. 

We are three. But we must act as one. 



 

 

We need to support the trade. And we need to move forward 
together. 

Because if we do not sell natural diamonds to people who 
understand where they come from, what they represent, and what 
they mean. 

Nothing else we do here matters. 

 

Thank you. 


